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Are you excited?  Congratulations and 

welcome to the 2019-2020 year!   So 

many exciting things are to come this year!   

I am looking forward to spending time visit-

ing the state!!! 

This year’s state theme is REACH BE-

YOND THE S.T.A.R.S.  Stronger Together 

Advocating Resources Survivors.   And 

our State Project is the PCADV-

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence.  I have unfortunately had some 

firsthand experiences with domestic vio-

lence watching what my sister and a very 

close friend went through.  It is very near 

and dear to me and I am honored to be 

able to bring awareness and support to the 

organization on behalf of them.  There are 

so many things we can all do to help these 

facilities out.  I can’t wait to see how you 

all get involved.   

This year along with focusing on the state 

theme and project we are really going to 

work on growing our locals. If we do not 

focus on our members, educating, retain-

ing and growing them, then we will eventu-

ally have nothing left.  It pains me to see 

locals disbanding.  So we want to avoid 

that over the coming years.   Watch for 

some fun membership incentives and con-

tests!!   

Our State Summer Board meeting is being 

held in Greensburg, PA the second week-

end in August.   Please try to attend.  I 

know summer is a busy time.  I’m looking 

forward to seeing lots of First Timers as we 

kick off the year.   

Remember that all the State Committee 

Chairs and Officers are here to assist you.  

Please feel free to contact any of us, at 

any time, with any questions you may 

have.   

I am always here to help you in any way.  

Enjoy your BPW year and “Reach Beyond 

the Stars.” 

 

 

Reach Beyond the Stars! 

    



 

State Officers 2018-2019 

Congratulations to the 2019-20 BPW/PA officers. Pictured left to right Dawn Berkebile President, Marisa Harmon 

President Elect, Tiffanie Burger Vice President, Glenda Auker Recording Secretary, Janet Riorden Corresponding 

Secretary, Jean Ann Towle Treasurer, and Cathy Caccia Parliamentarian.  

 
Each year we recognize a 
woman of the year at conven-
tion. The WOTY is a BPW 
member who has assisted in 
advancing the objectives of 

BPW, to elevate the standards, 
promote interest, develop coop-

eration and extend opportunities 
among all business and professional 

women.  This year is no exception.   
 
Cathy Collins joined her local (Cresson) early on and unique 
to joining in 1978 was her mother daughter membership in 
the same local. Cathy took advantage of both the Young 
Careerist and Individual Development opportunities offered 
by BPW and  participated in both YC and ID Speak offs and 
won back to back years. (1983 and 1984 respectively). The 
success of these opportunities lead her to leadership posi-
tions, first in her Local where she was a local president, and 
membership chair and currently is ID/YC Chair  and Foun-
dation Chair.  
 
Cathy has served in many capacities at the District level to 
include IDP facilitator, Asst. District Director, Parliamentari-
an, Recording Secretary and currently is the District 5 Direc-
tor.     
 

 
 
At the State level she has served as, Parliamentarian, Con-
vention Chair, served on the Restructuring and Membership 
Marketing Task Forces and was a Past State President. 
Prior to the merger of BPW/USA and the National BPW 
Foundation, Cathy served as BPW/USA Finance Chair.  In 
1999, she and 8 members from her local attended the Na-
tional Conference in Rochester NY. This was an opportunity 
to acquaint her local members with BPW beyond their local 
and district.  For many of the members, it was a 1

st
 time to 

attend a National conference.  They were there to support 
her candidacy for treasurer of BPW/USA.    
 
Cathy is a one of the founding members of PA BPW Foun-
dation and was part of a task force with Nancy Werner and 
R. Maureen Myers to develop a plan to establish the Foun-
dation.  During her 10 years of service to the Foundation, 
she has served in all offices of the PA BPW Foundation.   
Currently she is retired after 23 years as a Corrections 
Treatment Specialist, with the Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
Loretto, PA. In 2005 she was named Federal Program 
Woman of the Year.  
 
Congratulations Cathy! 
 
 
 

  BPW/PA Woman of the Year 2019 
  Catherine Collins 
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I was recently asked if members should identify themselves as BPW members if 
they write a letter to the editor or their representatives.   
 
Let me start by saying that as long as I have been a member, it has been my 
understanding that BPW/PA will try to remain non-partisan and will never tell 
members how to vote or what issues or candidates to support.  It is hoped that 
members support the objectives of BPW/PA and the Legislative Platform but 
there will always be issues that we may not necessarily agree with and that is 
your right as a member. 
 
That being said, if you write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper or your 
representative that is in support of an issue in the BPW/PA Legislative Platform, 
you should identify herself as a BPW member.  This way we can present a unit-
ed front. However, if your letter is in opposition to a BPW/PA held position, we 
ask that you do not mention you are a BPW member or if you are not comforta-
ble mentioning your membership, you are more than welcome to write your let-
ter as a concerned citizen. 
 
The next question is, if the members in my local send letters, does it make a 
difference? 
 
In an article by the National Court Reporters Association, they advise: 
 
In the age of the Internet, e-mail and faxes, some have deemed the impact of 
letters obsolete.  However, government representatives are growing increasing-
ly responsive and reliant on feedback and suggestions from their constitu-
ents.  The most direct way of impacting a legislator is through a letter writing 
campaign. The more letters a legislator receives, the more important the issue 
becomes. 
  
Even with noncontroversial issues, it is important to write letters because if there 
is no evident public consensus, they are likely to rely on the letters they did re-
ceive as the consensus.  Letters also visually show who and how many people 
the legislation will effect. However, a poorly written and presented letter will 
make little, if any, impact at all. 
 
It is important to identify yourself as a member or an officer of your asso-
ciation so the legislator identifies your association as a player in this is-
sue.  Another category some writers may fit into is that of a small business per-
son.  Research the legislator's background to find out their stance on small busi-
nesses and associations.  The research can determine the best way to ap-
proach the legislator that would have the best impact. However, writing multiple 
letters as one person with various titles is not a good idea.  The office tabulates 
the letters by name, not title, so your letters would simply show up as multiple 
letters from the same person.  
  
Also, Do not use boilerplate text.  Many grassroots organizations will send out 
a prepared text to people interested in their issue, but try not to simply copy and 
paste this into your letter.  Use it as a guide to help you make the point and write 
the letter in your own words with your personal perspective. Getting thousands 
of letters that say the exact same thing can diminish the impact. 

 
So keep writing those letters!  If you have any questions, please contact me, 
Jean Calabrace or Lilly Gioia. 

 
Ginny Bailey 

  BPW/PA Legislation Chair 

Letters to the Editor 
What You Should Know 

Four or five years ago a few women 
from across this great Federation en-
couraged me to “throw my hat into the 
ring” and begin the process which led to 
becoming the BPW/PA State Presi-
dent.  I was nervous, tentative and was-
n’t sure that this was something for me. 
But they persisted and eventually I 
committed to the process. It was the 
best decision I made and I thank them 
for seeing in me what I wasn’t sure of 
myself!   

I enjoyed the time I was able to serve 
the Federation and look forward to con-
tinuing to contribute in any way I can 
with “passion and purpose”.  I want to 
see BPW continue for another 100 
years!  

Thank you for all the encouragement, 
kind words, sentiments, cooperation, 
never saying no, fresh ideas and gener-
osity.  I appreciate the beautiful neck-
lace and earring set and the gift certifi-
cate to Seven Springs from the mem-
bership. Ed and I will definitely take ad-
vantage of a much needed weekend 
retreat.    

I also want to say how grateful I am that 
you embraced the State Project-the 
YWCA’s of Pennsylvania.   I was blown 
away with the amount of money raised 
and 19 YWCA affiliates across Pennsyl-
vania were the beneficiaries.  I know 
that we made a difference!  

I hope those that attended the 99th con-
vention celebrating the 100th anniver-
sary of BPW/PA enjoyed the conven-
tion. To all the 1st timers, please come 
to convention again.  I wish Dawn, Mari-
sa and Tiffanie all the best as they 
begin or continue their journey.  This is 
a special time, Embrace it! Now, I am 
looking forward to being a Past State 
Presidents.  

With passion and purpose and a grate-
ful heart,   

Theresa S. Rusbosin 
2018-2019 BPW/PA President 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/grassroots-lobbying-127777


Join the BPW PR Team 
You are invited to join us as a member of the BPW/PA Public Relations Team!    By 
being a BPW/PA Team Member you communicate to others the importance of your 
membership in BPW/PA.  You let others know how they can benefit from joining us as 
we advocate for women and empower women and girls to achieve their best person-
ally and professionally. 

 
Each Local Organization’s members have many opportunities to spread the word 
about the benefits of membership in BPW.  By now, Local Organizations should have 
a designated PR Chair who will write or supervise the writing and distribution of press 
releases. The press releases can be about your Local Organization, future Club 
events, a member, a member’s business or how your Club contributes to the better-
ment of women and girls.  In essence, anything that develops goodwill or positively 
influences public opinion about BPW can be the basis for a good press release. In 
creating a press release remember to communicate who you are, what you do, why 
you do it and how you or your Local Organization create a difference in your Commu-
nity. Please send the press release in Word format so that newspapers can edit your 
submission without difficulty.  

 
Aside from traditional public relations avenues, consider asking each member of your 
Local Organization to have their “30 second elevator speech” ready.  In the elevator 
pitch members are able to state in 30 seconds or less why membership in BPW is 
worthwhile. Consider updating your Local Organization Facebook; use Instagram with 
interesting photographs and captions; try Twitter and come up with exciting ways to 
announce what’s happening in your Local Organization always including a  link to 
your Local Organization.  

 
Some upcoming happenings to highlight in your Public Relations efforts are the BPW/
PA Board Meeting on August 10, 2019, BPW/PA Right to Vote Celebration on Sep-
tember 7, 2019 at the Alice Paul House and BPW/PA at PA Conference for Women 
on October 2, 2019.  These events and those occurring in your Local Organization 
provide many opportunities for local press and social media.   

 
Please let me know if I can help your Local Organization with your Public Relations 
work. Best wishes for a great year and thank you for joining our 2019-2020 BPW/PA 
Public Relations Team as we embrace President Dawn’s theme and REACH BE-
YOND THE S.T.A.R.S.!   

 
 

Terry Miller  
Public Relations Chair       
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 Wed., October 2, 2019 
Philadelphia, PA 

 

Please join us on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 2, 2019 for the PA Confer-
ence for Women in Philadelphia, 
PA. The following information is re-
quired by ALL who register through 
the PA BPW Foundation. A form is 
needed for each registration.  

Click here for registration form 

Checks Payable to:  
PA BPW Foundation $185.00. 
Registration Deadline Aug. 31, 
2019 
 

SEND FORM WITH CHECK TO:  
Joyce Turner 

282 Honeysuckle Lane 
Robesonia, PA 19551 

bnjajoyce@comcast.net    
610-781-7133 Cell 

   
Registration will be sent in once 
each table is filled. Seating will be 
assigned as registrations are re-
ceived. If you are available to volun-
teer at the BPW/PA and PA BPW 
Foundation Exhibitor table or are 
willing to provide a gift card for a 
giveaway (Between $10 and $20.) 
Please contact Joyce Turner.  
             

https://bpwpa.wildapricot.org/page-1839108


Foundation Awards 
Grace B. Daniels Foundation Award 
This award is given to the district with  the best 

overall Foundation Program.  Congratulations 

to District 5—Martinsburg BPW!  

 

Successful Workplaces Awards 

WOMENomics Forum 
Congratulations to Meadville, District 1  

 

Employer Resources 
Congratulations to Martinsburg BPW, District 5 

 

Successful Workplace Digest 
Congratulations to Scottdale, District 3.  

 

Empowered Workforce Awards 

Women Veterans 
Congratulations to Central Montgomery County, District 11. Runner up, Connells-

ville, District 12 

 

Young Careerist Project    Women and the Green Economy 
Congratulations to Meadville, District 1  Congratulations to Indiana, District 2 
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Bronze Contributors (LO or District total contribution $50-$99) 
Altoona, District 5        Chambersburg, District 7 

Carbondale, District 8 

  

Silver Contributors (LO or District total contribution $100-$249) 
Meadville, District 1       New Castle, District 2              

Indiana, District 2        Kittanning, District 2 

McKeesport, District 3      Clearfield, District 4 

Curwensville, District 4      Juniata County, District 4 

Cresson, District 5       Windber, District 5 

Wellsboro, District 6       Berwick, District 8 

Peckville, District 8       Tunkhannock, District 8 

Wayne County, District 8     Chesmont, District 10 

Greater Downingtown, District 10   Conshohocken, District 11 

Canonsburg, District 12 

 

 

Gold Contributors (LO or District total contribution $250-$499) 
Greensburg, District 3      Ligonier Valley, District 3 

Pottsville, District 9       Tamaqua, District 9 

Delaware County, District 10    Souderton-Telford, District 11  

Connellsville, District 12     Masontown, District 12 

 

Diamond Contributors (LO or District total contribution $500 +) 
Latrobe, District 3        Bedford, District 5 

Reading, District 9       Central Montgomery Co, District 11 

Quakertown, District 11      Upper Perkiomen, District 11 

Washington, District 12 

Be a Star! 

 

 

 

Look for the shooting start hid-

den in this issue of the Key. 

When you find the star, com-

plete the entry form by clicking 

the link.  

 

A winner will be select-

ed from all correct en-

tries on August 1. 2019 

and will receive a spe-

cial prize! 

 

Enter here 

https://goo.gl/

forms/1QhPck91HdatbV

Ty1 

Be sure to visit the BPW/

PA website for up-to-date 

information from across 

the state. Update your 

profile online!  

www.bpwpa.wildapricot.org 

Check out the new   

BPW/PA Facebook page!  

@BPW/PA 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

https://goo.gl/forms/1QhPck91HdatbVTy1
https://goo.gl/forms/1QhPck91HdatbVTy1
https://goo.gl/forms/1QhPck91HdatbVTy1


Cash Raffle 

Winners 
 

Thank you to everyone 

who purchased tickets. 

We raised a total of 

$1,550! Congratulations 

to our cash raffle winners 

 

Keny Homan, Greater 

Downingtown  $325  

 

Dawna Meese (mother 

of Joyce Turner, Read-

ing)  $250  

 

Jennifer Van Ingen,  

Upper Perkiomen, $200   

KEY DEADLINE 

Deadline for the next edition of the 

Key October 1, 2019 

 

Please submit information to  

Angela Apple  

bpwkey@hotmail.com 

 

All text should be in a Word docu-

ment Photos may be submitted 

separately as .pdf or .jpeg.  

 

Adams-Westcoat Award 
 
This award is presented to the Dis-

trict with the most members in at-

tendance at  BPW/PA state conven-

tion. Congratulations to District 3 

with 60 members attending.  

 

Congratulations to the following dis-

tricts with 100% attendance (all lo-

cals represented) 

Districts 1, 2, 3, 10 & 11 

 

Mary Clark Myers Award 
This award is presented to the Dis-

trict traveling the most miles to con-

vention. Congratulations District 

3—traveling 6,030 miles!  

 

Katherine S. Carpenter Award 
This award is presented by the Jersey Shore BPW for outstanding communi-

ty service involving a local organization’s efforts with a group or individuals 

within one of three categories: Youth, Aged Individuals or Special Needs. 

Congratulations to Canonsburg BPW for your project with Twilight 

Wishes!  

Public Relations Awards 
Best local organization or district web presence 
Winner: Berwick, District 8 

 

Best local organization single feature story by a newspaper 
Winner: Indiana, District 2 

 

Best local organization PR effort utilizing avenues other than 

newspapers, (i.e. video recordings, radio/TV, billboards, place-

mats, magazine articles, etc. 
Winner: Juniata County, District 4 

 

Best local newsletter from standpoint of informing members and 

community about BPW matters 
Winner: Masontown, District 12 

 

Best local organization or district event utilizing the theme “100 

Years of Women Helping Women with Passion and Purpose”  via 

any media outlet 
Winner: Latrobe, District 3 
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Tribute to Women Award 
Donna Weinstein 

It is my pleasure to nominate Donna Weinstein for the Dis-
trict 12 Tribute to Women Award. Donna symbolizes the 

Winged Nike in her daily life and in her ``BPW” Life. She is 
an accomplished BPW sister and leader. In her Chesmont 
Local she has held every leadership position from committee 
chair to President, all while encouraging participation and 
mentoring new members in the Lochay. She has remained 
an optimistic member of Chesmont even at times when 
membership has slightly declined, never once giving a 
thought to doing anything but try to figure out new ways she 
and the other members can grow the Chesmont member-
ship. Donna believes in the mission of BPW and has been a 
Chesmont member for close to four (4) decades. She was 
instrumental in the formation of the Jennersville and the 
Southern Chester County LocaIs, travelling long distances to 
participate in their monthly meetings while serving as Re-
cording Secretary for the Southern Chester County Local. 
Donna tried in every way possible to hold off the dissolution 
of the Southern Chester County Local working diligently side 
by side with others, to invigorate the local even when the 
fate of the Local was inevitable. 
 
Donna has held most every office in District 10 from District 
Director to Committee chair. ln District 10 she served as Dis-
trict Director while maintaining her Verizon employment in 
Puerto Rico. District 10 has benefitted more than words can 
say from her enthusiastic membership. No task is too large 
or smaII for Donna.   
 
This year in District 10 she enthusiastically and graciously 
agreed to be Bylaws chair since District 10 had our required 
District and LocaI Bylaws review and update. In May, she 
was appointed District 10 as Corresponding Secretary for 
2019-2020 after taking only a two (2) year break from the 
position. Donna is often the District 10 “go to”  Ieader and 
her advice and wisdom are sought by all Directors, past and 
present. 

 
Donna has aIso served and continues to serve on numerous 
positions on the State leveI. ln the past she has served as 
BPW/PA Recording Secretary, Vice President, President 
EIect and BPWIPA President from 2003 to 2004. Incidental-
ly, I had the honor and pleasure of traveling all over the 
Commonwealth with Donna while she 
Was  President as I served as her Corresponding Secretary. 
In all those trips and thousands of miles together, l never 
once heard Donna utter an unkind or harsh word. 
She was aIways even tempered.  Her traits of patience and 
respect for others are certainly admirable qualities that we 
all should emulate. Donna lives the Collect and is 
never petty and “`always large in thought in word and in 
deed”. This year Donna served as BPWIPA Nominations 
Chair. 
 
Donna is a champion for women’s equality. She often 
spends countless hours working to get women elected by 
working behind the scenes. She has encouraged her 
own daughter, Kim who by the way, was a BPW/PA Individ-
ual Development winner in 2004 as well as her daughter-in-
law Jaime who is an attorney, to remember to speak 
up for themselves so that they and their daughters can live 
to see women obtain 100% equal treatment under the Iaw. It 
seems Donna has limitless energy. Members would be sur-
prised to know that years ago Donna suffered a heart attack 
but that brush with death never sIowed her 
down. She has retired from work twice and is currently work-
ing for her son, Douglas who owns an accounting firm.  She 
and her husband Richard enjoy summers in Ocean 
City, New Jersey and her grandchildren are the light of her 
life. 
 
Donna is a dependable BPWIPA member. Some members 
may be amazed to know that each year Donna graciously 
agrees to complete all of the certificates that the winners of 
our BPW/PA contests receive at Convention. Even when the 
decisions of the Winners are made at Convention, Donna 
aIways completes the certificates, Donna 
remains unflappable under pressure and does not sweat the 
small stuff! She is generous of  her time and money to BPW 
and to other groups and causes. She is a 
friend and mentor to all women who she comes in contact 
with whether it’s at work, Church or in BPW.  She is a true 
friend and is affectionately called one of the Mama 
Bears of District 10. it is my pleasure and honor to nominate 
Donna Weinstein for the Tribute to Women Award. I believe 
she is a worthy candidate for this honor.  
 

Terry Miller, District 10 Member 
 

Best local newsletter from standpoint of informing members and 

via 

Do you know a member who is a Tribute to Women? 
Start writing your nomination now for 2019! This award 
will recognize that sister who best exemplifies the fol-
lowing criteria: 
 1. Represents the symbol of  BPW  the Winged Nike. 
 2. Should symbolize leadership, wisdom, and       
          strength in the face of opposition.  
 3. Champion for equality and the working woman  
           and represent cooperation and harmony.  
 4. Dependable and generous of themselves 
 5. Above all, represents friendship. 
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Membership Awards 

Spiher-Tillman Award to the district with the 

most new members as of March 31, 2019 
Winner: District 3 with 83 new members! 

 

Delores J. Westcoat Award to the district with 

the best retention percentage as of March 31, 

2019 Winner: District 4  

 

Plus Five Recognition to local organizations 

with five or more new members through 

March 31, 2019 
District 1  Meadville 8 new members 

District 2  Indiana 6 new members 

District 3  Greensburg 5 new members 

    McKeesport 5 new members 

District 4  Clearfield 5 new members 

    Curwensville 9 new members 

District 5  Bedford 5 new members 

District 6  Wellsboro 9 new members 

    McKeesport 5 new members 

District 8  Berwick 7 new members 

    Wayne County 8 new members 

District 9  Pottsville 8 new members 

    Reading 5 new members 

District 11 Greater Conshohocken 9 new members 

    Upper Perkiomen 7 new members 

District 12 Masontown 7 new members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plus Ten Recognition to local organizations 

with five or more new members through 

March 31, 2019 
District 3  Greater Pittsburgh 11 new members 

    Latrobe 33 new members 

    Ligonier Valley 25 new members 

District 11 Central Montgomery Cty 11 new members 

    Souderton-Telford 15 new members 

    

Plus Five Recognition to individual members 

who secure 5 or more new members from 

April 1, 2017-March 31, 2019 
District 3 Shirley Wolinsky, Greensburg 5 new members, 

Sindy Diaz, Latrobe, 6 new members 

District 8 Rochelle Haviland, Wayne Cty 7 new members 

District 11 Diana Trotter, Souderton-Telford 5 new mem-

bers, Jennifer Van Ingen, Upper Perkiomen 5 new mem-

bers, Becky Shoulberg, Central Montgomery Cty 11 new 

members. 

 

Recognition for local organizations with new 

members secured through local website,    

Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn or other social or 

professional networks 
District 3  Greensburg—2 members Women’s Expo 

    Latrobe—1 member Google/Facebook 

District 11 Central Montgomery Cty—11 new members 

    Through picnic, Chamber of Commerce,   

    Community College Connection, Community  

    Events, Facebook 

    Soudertown-Telford—15 new members   

    through local website, Facebook, Instagram 
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What a great photo of our Pennsylvania Justice Bell! It 
was decorated and placed on a float for all men, women 
and children to view. Look at all the women walking be-
hind the float in their white, purple and green. In 1915, the 
Justice Bell traveled through all 67 PA counties to bring 
the issue of "Votes for Women." But where did it stop the 
most? Wherever the men were working from factories, 
farms, town halls, taverns, the Justice Bell made the stop. 
Yes, and the men did listen to the women orators. That 
fall election came and the women did NOT receive the 
right to vote. It took some more discussing to give the 
women the right to vote in Pennsylvania. Now the bell 
was not to be rung until PA women received the right to 
vote and so it was rung on September 25, 1920. Yes, it 
was a few weeks after the famous August 26th date but 
our Justice Bell was finally rung! 

 
 

Nancy Werner 
 



Congratulations 

to District 11    

Winner of the 

Eleanor Briner 

Award! 

 
 

Be sure to visit the BPW/

PA website for up-to-date 

information from across 

the state. Update your 

profile online!  

www.bpwpa.wildapricot.org 

Check out the new   

BPW/PA Facebook page!  

@BPW/PA 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

Like most BPW members, I first heard of Our Clubhouse at the 2017 State Convention. Since I was then the Issues  Man-
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Just a reminder as you begin your new 
BPW year and start working on your 
budgets: 
 
1 – make sure you send a copy of your 
approved budget to your District Finance 
Chair.  District Finance Chairs – please 
make sure you send me all the budgets 
for your locals in your District. 
 
2 – make sure your budget balanc-
es!!!  Income needs to equal Expenses!! 
 
3 – Is there anything you would like to 
see our Federation Sales have for you to 
purchase?  Please let me know & we will 
try & find what you need. 
 
4 – please contact me via email at 
drobinson1966@gmail.com or text me or 
call me at 724-557-5552 with any ques-
tions or concerns you have.  
 

Denise Robinson 
BPW/PA Finance Chair 

Finance Reminder Issues Management Awards 

 
Best program, project or event promoting the BPW/PA theme 

“Celebrating 100 Years of Women Helping Women with Passion 

and Purpose.” 
District winner with all locals participating: District 5 

Local organization winner (within local): Quakertown, District 11 

Local organization winner (within community): Indiana, District 2 

 

Best program, project, or event promoting National Business 

Women’s Week 
Local organization winner: Masontown, District 12 

 

Best program, project or event promoting Equal Pay Day 
Local organization winner: Bedford, District 5 

 

Best program, project or event supporting “YWCA” 
District winner: District 11 

Local organization winners: Greater Downingtown, District 10 and Quakertown,  

District 11 

 

Best program, project or event supporting the National    Wom-

en’s History Project 
Local organization winners: Cresson, District 5 

 

Favorite local organization program, project or event 
Local organization winner: Meadville, District 1 

 

Katherine S. Carpenter Award 
Local organization winner: Reading, District 9 

mailto:drobinson1966@gmail.com


At the June 6, 2019 Meeting, we reorganized and elected 
officers for 2019-2020. Officers: Diane Lewis, Chair; Laura 
Whetstone, Vice Chair; Bernie Koval, Recording Secretary; 
Joyce Turner, Treasurer; and Cathy Collins, Finance 
Chair.  We elected onto the Board – Marion Waelchli and 
Cathy Collins. We welcome Jean Towle, Marisa Harmon, 
and Tiffany Berger representing the Executive Board of 
BPW PA. 
 
We work to provide scholarships to those individuals seek-
ing higher levels of learning. There is a scholarship applica-
tion on the www.bpwpa.org web site that can be download-
ed and submitted. Please remember to read the criteria and 
submit the requested information with the application. There 
are the two deadline dates: May 1 and November 1. Submit 
to Laura Whetstone. 
We are proud to share the recipients of the scholarships for 
this year. Each student receiving $2,500. They are: Stacey 
Greaves, attending University of Maryland for degree in 
Public Health and Addiction Studies; Glenda Neal, attending 
West Chester University for a degree in Business Admin-
istration; and Abigail McGovern, attending West Virginia 
University for a degree in Law-Political Science. We do offer 
a scholarship twice if the applying candidate meets all the 
requirements. 
         
We also maintain the Edith Oler Flanigan Fund Grant which 
provides to our members emergency funds for the following: 
catastrophic illness or accident; extended unemployment; a 
disaster or any other unusual financial loss. There is an ap-
plication on the “member only” section of the 
www.bpwpa.org web site.  There is never a deadline for a 
request. All requests are confidential.  This year we were 
able to present one EOF awards totaling $1,200. Submit to 
Laura Whetstone. 
 
But to maintain these two funds we rely on two ways. Every 
year at the State Convention, the PA BPW Foundation 
holds a special function for the Friday Night Event as well as 
a ticket raffle. This past Convention we were proud to an-
nounce that the Friday Night Gala, “Women In History,” net-
ted $4,535.00. You missed an amazing assortment of bas-
kets and fabulous giveaways. We also collected $928.00 
with our ticket raffle sales from the District Meetings and at 
Convention. We cannot thank you enough for your support 
for the Friday Night event. 

The second is the generosity of the local organizations and 
districts and mainly, you, the member.  A donation form can 
be found on the www.bpwpa.org web site. We were most 
thrilled to hand out 39 certificates to the President Society’s 
patrons who gave $100 or more to the PA BPW Foundation. 
Again, this was the most patrons ever. We keep going high-
er and higher. Plus we gave out certificates to the local or-
ganizations/districts for their various levels of giving from 
bronze, to silver, to gold, to diamond.  
 
Another item that I would like to mention. We do have a PA 
BPW Foundation Board Member application on the 
www.bpwpa.org  “member only” section.  If you would be 
interested in applying for a Board position, please read, 
complete and submit by March 15, 2020. We did say good-
bye to Denice Robinson and Nancy Werner and Incoming 
BPW/PA President Dawn Berkebile at this June meeting. 
We deeply appreciated all their service to the Board during 
their terms. 
Thank you for supporting the PA BPW Foundation.  

 
Diane Lewis 

 PA BPW Foundation Chair   
 

PA BPW Foundation going strong after 10 years 
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Issues Management 
 
As Issues Management Chair I would just like to thank all the locals and districts for your many entries this year.  You all are 
amazing the many functions and activities throughout the year were just amazing. 

Thank you to all the District Chairs for coordinating the effort to send the entries to me on time and so neatly put togeth-
er.  You made my job so much easier. 

Keep up the great work and can’t wait to serve all of you in the upcoming year. 

Donna M. Jones 

BPW PA  Issues Management Chair 
 

http://www.bpwpa.org
http://www.bpwpa.org
http://www.bpwpa.org
http://www.bpwpa.org


Legislation Awards 
Best program or project relating to the passage of the Equal 

Rights Amendment 
Winner: Connellsville,District 12 

 

Best program or project relating to BPW/PA Legislative Platform 

Economic Equity Plank 
Winner: Tunkhannock, District 8 

 

Best program or project relating to BPW/PA Legislative Platform 

Health Plank 
Winner: Indiana, District 2 

 

Best program or project relating to BPW/PA Civil Rights Plank 
Winner: Connellsville, District 12 

 

Best program promoting BPW/PA Political Action Committee 

(PAC) nomination and follow through with candidate 
Winner: Masontown, District 12 

 

Best program educating the community about BPW’s commit-

ment to legislative action and the role in the political process 
Winner: Connellsville, District 12 

 

Most legislatively active local organization participating in enact-

ing or reforming Pennsylvania or national legislation whose ac-

tivities support BPW/PA’s Legislative Platform 
Winner: Connellsville, District 12 

 

Most legislative active District with the highest number of local 

organizations participating in BPW/PA Legislation contests 
Winner: District 12 

 

Best letter to the editor or politician advocating for BPW/PA    

legislation issue or to influence public opinion. 
Winner: Connellsville, District 12 

 

Local organization who sent the most letters to editors or        

politicians advocating for BPW/PA legislative issues 
Winner: Masontown, District 12 
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BPW/PA  2020 
Women’s Right 
to Vote Project 

(Limited to 100 participants) 

Checks Payable: BPW/PA 2020 
Women’s Right to Vote Project
  Registration Deadline             
      July 9, 2019                  
   

SEND COMPLETED 
       FORM WITH CHECK TO: 

  Denice Robinson 
  80 Oakland Avenue 
  Uniontown, PA 15401 
drobinson1966@gmail.com 
  724-557-5552 Cell 
Itinerary and registration form  

Click here 
 

  Nancy Werner has secured 
Amanda Owen, Justice Bell 
Foundation Chair, and Mingo 
Stroeber, Esq. to come to the 
Valley Forge Casino Hotel 
to speak to the BPW/PA mem-
bers on Sunday morning, Sep-
tember 8, 2019. Amanda has 
done extensive research on this 
famous bell that was forged be-
fore 1915 and placed on the back 
of an early modeled truck. The 
Justice Bell traveled through all 
67 PA counties  and the mes-
sage was always the same, 
"VOTES FOR WOMEN." The 
Justice Bell has a unique story 
and it is one to come and hear. 
Please sign up for the trip to the 
famous Alice Paul House, in Mt. 
Laurel, NJ, on Saturday, Septem-
ber 7 and follow us for a second 
day of information with Amanda 
Owen and the Justice Bell. 
 

     People Looking   

  Ahead Now! 
 

It’s never to early to be thinking about 2020 

convention. Plan your contest entries now!   

https://bpwpa.wildapricot.org/2020-Womens-Right-to-Vote
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Young Careerist  
Alexis Werner 
District 11 – Central 
Montgomery County 

 
Alexis Werner is a Development 
Coordinator for Bunker Labs, a 
non-profit that helps veterans 
and military spouses start busi-
nesses.  She is a graduate of 
the Fox School of Business at 
Temple University earning a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration.  

In response to a family member’s post war traumatic stress, Alexis 
created Seeds of Hope, a national non-profit organization to help 
individuals transition to home after military service. She has part-
nered with the Fisher House Foundation to build 15 community gar-
dens nationwide. Alexis co-authored a children’s book to teach 
youth about veteran appreciation and volunteerism. She is the co-
producer of a documentary film “Our Way Home” which follows the 
story of nine veterans from WWII to today. Alexis is a mentor at 
Peace First, an organization that helps empower young people’s 
ideas to change the world. She is a committee member at Ben 
Franklin Technology Partners, reviewing startup companies in 
Southeastern Pennsylvania who are looking for funding.  

Alexis aspires to work as the Executive Director of a national organ-
ization to help youth identify their adverse experiences and empow-
er them through positive coping skills and a strong support system. 
Alexis has been a member of the Central Montgomery County BPW 
for three years.   

 

 

 

Individual  

Development  

Marion Waelchli 
District 2—New Castle 

 

Marion is a member of New Castle 
BPW where she has held every 
office at the local and district levels 
(except Treasurer) and she has 
served on must local and district 
committees. At the state level, Mar-

ion served as Vice President, President Elect and President, and 
she has also served on numerous committees.  

Marion is the Executive Director for the Alliance for Consumer Pro-
tection and she is a problem solver, especially with regard to pay-
roll, quarterly tax filings and staff management. Marion has made 
many presentations to retired teachers in Beaver County and to 
young adults through CareerLink in Beaver County.  

Young Careerist 
I am thrilled to be your Young Careerist Chair 
for 2019-2020. President Dawn has chosen a 
great theme, “Reach Beyond the Stars”, 
which will give our YC’s lots of material to pro-
duce ideas for their speeches.  Speaking of 
which, I will be putting the (4) four speech top-
ics online along with the Young Careerist Bio-
graphical Information form and the Young Ca-
reerist Program Guidelines so that our poten-
tial YC’s can start “the wheels turning” for 
those incredible speeches like those we just 
heard in June at State Convention.  WOW…
what an amazing group of young ladies we 
had. I know we will have another great group 
this year too! 

To participate in the YC competition, a woman 
must be between the ages of 21 and 35.  It is 
not necessary to be a BPW member at first, 
but it is a great way to get started in our organ-
ization.  By the 2020 state convention, YCs 
need to be members. There will be a $300.00 
cash gift awarded to the YC winner at State 
Convention 2020! 

I ask that our older members invite young 
members to Local and District meetings so 
they can get an idea as to what BPW is all 
about.  Encourage them to think about partici-
pating in the YC competition and refer them to 
the BPW/PA website for the necessary forms 
and speech topics.   

I’m looking forward to a great year where we 
“Reach Beyond the Stars” with another fan-
tastic group of YC candidates for State Con-
vention 2020! 

 
Susan M. Vladika 

2019-2020 BPW/PA,  
Young Careerist Chair 
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President Dawn Berkebile has selected the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence and its organizations as 
her special project for the upcoming year.  

The Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence (PCADV) is a statewide collaborative membership organization 
committed to ending intimate partner violence and all forms of violence against women.  

Founded in 1976, PCADV is the oldest statewide domestic violence coalition in the nation. Each year, its network of 60 
local domestic violence programs provide free and confidential direct services to nearly 90,000 victims and survivors of 
domestic violence and their children in all 67 counties of the Commonwealth. Together, local programs and the 
statewide Coalition work in collaboration to deliver a continuum of services, support, and systems to help victims and 
survivors find safety, obtain justice, and build lives free of abuse. 

Please visit the PCADV website at www.pcadv.org to learn more of what services the Coalition can provide, and what 
shelters are located in your area.  Several will provide information and/or speakers for your monthly meetings.  Most 
shelters and organizations have “needs lists” on their websites.  Many survivors will be rebuilding their lives, as well as 
homes, when they leave the shelter. Donations, monetary or material, are crucial to women and children whose lives 
have been impacted by violence or crime. Donations may be made directly to PCADV as well.   

We will honor the local BPW who has the most donations for the month. This year each local BPW will send their dona-
tion directly to PCADV or to the organization of your choice. Send only the completed donation form (available in the 
President’s Manual) to me each month with the amount of your donation and which organization it was sent to.  At the 
end of the year, we will be awarding a grand prize to the local who has submitted the most donations for the year.  

Be generous this year and thanks for your help in advance!  The PCADV will provide speakers for your monthly meet-
ings if you are interested. Please keep in touch with me also as to the speaker's you have during the year for your 
monthly meetings. And, if you have any questions or suggestions contact me, Joelyn Aukerman, at 
aukie73@hotmail.com. 

Joelyn Aukerman 

BPW/PA Special Projects Chair 

Past State Presidents celebrate 

100 Years of Women Helping 

Women with Passion and Pur-

pose at the 2019 Convention.  



On behalf of District 3, we would like to congratulate Theresa 
Rusbosin on leading us through the 2018-2019 BPW/PA year. 
She did a fantastic job. We wish President Dawn Berkebile 
much success on her upcoming year and will be here to sup-
port her.  
 
I would like to thank all the members of District 3 that attended 
the State Convention and helped to make it a success. Much 
time and preparation go into being the Hostess district. 
Without all the help from the locals, Greater Pittsburgh, 
Greensburg, Latrobe, Ligonier Valley, McKeesport and 
Scottdale, we couldn’t have pulled it off.  District 3 was repre-
sented by Claudette Kane for the ID speaker and Lisa Bunting 
as the YC speaker. They did a great job. Thank you to them 
both There were also members from other districts that stepped 
up when needed and we thank you very much. We all had a 
great time and look forward to next year’s convention. 
 
District 3 is getting ready for a very busy year, with many plans 
and new ideas. All the locals are having crossover meetings to 

acclimate the new officers and chairs in their new roles. Our 
goal is to reach out and support each other to help us to unite 
as women. 

 
Jean Calabrace 

District 3 Director 

District 3 

District  8 

Be sure to visit the BPW/PA 

website for up-to-date infor-

mation from across the state. 

Update your profile online!  

www.bpwpa.wildapricot.org 

Check out the  BPW/PA     

Facebook page!  @BPW/PA 

 

The District 3 officers for the 2019- 2020 year  (L-R) Correspond-
ing Secretary Angela Apple- Latrobe, Parliamentarian Marilyn 
Tallant- Greensburg, Treasurer Breana Liberoni- Latrobe, Record-
ing Secretary Stephanie Ankeny – Latrobe, Assistant Director 
Laurie Hough – Ligonier Valley, Director Jean Calabrace- Latrobe 
and Theresa Rusbosin Installer 

Tunkhannock BPW presents a scholarship award to 

Tunkhannock Area senior Mariah Tague. Mariah plans to attend 

Penn State in the fall majoring in engineering.  Mariah is a mem-
ber of the Tunkhannock Archery Club and the Tunkhannock 
Tigertrons Robotics Team.  She played in the Tunkhannock High 

School Jess band and marching bands and was also a member 
of the high schools golf team. Photo (L-R): Barbara Reel of the 

Tunkhannock Business & Professional Women's Local, Marish 
Tague and Mariah's parents Stephanie and Jason Tague. 

 

Tunkhannock BPW presented community donations to sev-

eral deserving groups including Habitat for Humanity, Seven 
Loaves Soup Kitchen, the Tunkhannock Public Library, Vic-
tims Resource Center, H.A.N.D.S of Wyoming County, and 

Misericordia's Women with Children Program. Photo (L-R) 
Kathy Echevarria, BPW Treasurer; Janet Roeber, BPW Pres-
ident; Joann Seibert, Habitat for Humanity; Donna Shaffer, 

Seven Loaves Soup Kitchen; Kristin Smith-Gary, Tunkhan-
nock Public Library; Cathy Frank, H.A.N.D.S. Of Wyomng 
County; Mary Lou Kurlancheek, Victims Resource Center; 

and Elaine Walker, BPW Local 2nd Vicw President.  Absent 
from photo Was a representative from Misericordia's Women with Children program. 



District  6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellsboro welcomed guest speaker 
Laurie Coffee in April sharing infor-
mation about the Samaritan House, a 
community ministry coordinated by St. 
Peter’s Cathic Parish to offer end-end-
of-life residence to persons with an 
irreversible condition. President Donna 
Mettler presented a $100 donation to 
the ministry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May the local honored the BPW 
“Young Women of the Month” Each 
honoree spoke about her senior year 
and plans for the future. Each young 
woman was given a long stem rose for 
her mother and jewelry from the Fifth 
Season for themselves.  

 

 

 

Wellsboro Club 2019-2020 Officers 
were installed at the home of member, 
Dolores Paxson, on June 10, 2019.  (L
-R) Colleen Jackson, Treasurer; 
Priscilla Walrath, Secretary; Barbara 
Williard, Vice-President; Dr. Donna 
Mettler, President; Bev Mcknight,  In-
stalling Officer.   

Jersey Shore finished the year with 
our May meeting honoring the senior 
girls of the month and their mothers. 
Dinner was held at the JS Elk’s club 
where each girl received a Nike charm 
in a trinket box and a  rose for their 
mothers. A local harpist provided en-
tertainment.  

The June picnic and planning meeting 
was held at Deb Leonard’s home and 
the 2019-20 officers were installed by 
Linda Gearhart. Officers are Deborah 
Leonard, President; Lisa Meade, Vince 
President; Kim Shaffer, Recording 
Secretary; Nancy Lucas, Treasurer; 
Abbey Welker, Corresponding Secre-
tary and Joanne Brown, Par-
liamentarian.  

The August event will be our 
annual Bingo Night at Manor Care, a 
local nursing home and rehab facility. 
Our members play bingo with resi-
dents and provide small prizes and 
treats for them. They especially love 
small stuffed animals! It is a very ful-
filling evening for our group. Our mem-
bers are planning programs and will 
begin our regular meeting schedule in 
September.  

Share your local and  district news in the next edition of the 

Key! Deadline Oct. 1, 2019. Please send text in a Word docu-

ment and  all photos as separate .jpeg or .pdf images.  

 

Email: bpwkey@gmail.com 

2019-2020 District 6 Officers (L-R) Barb Williard, Installing Officer, Donna 
Mettler, Assistant Director, Deborah Leonard, Recording Secretary, Georgia 
Tracy, Treasurer, Bev McKnight, Director.  



District  11 

Central Montgomery County 
has been quite busy the past 3 
months. In April, they had the Mont-
gomery Chair of Commissioners, Dr. 
Val Arkoosh, share her story on how 
her career in medicine propelled her 
into helping other people especially 
women and children. In May, Alvina 
Peat, the founder of HER Empower-
ment Retreats, shared her energizing 
program with our group. In June, Me-
gan Anteperra presented "Cribs for 
Kids," an Einstein Maternity Care 
Coalition initiative. $300 was raised 
for the project. Installation of officers 
was conducted by Barbara Maresca, 
induction of three new members by 
Noreen Morello and the 92th Birth-
day celebration was held. 
 
CMC BPW has not forgotten the 
women veterans as they traveled to 
the Mary Walker House- #9 building 
at the Coatesville Veteran's Complex 
and provided a meal donated by Gi-
ant. Mo Gillian and Cheryl 
Decoteaux were the organizers. 
They also were provided a craft of 
painting wooden frames for a day of 
interaction and fun. 

District 11 held their Spring District Meeting at Maggiano's, at the King of 
Prussia Mall. Director Melissa Wieand conducted the meeting. The YWCA 
was the state project and all five local clubs and district participated by en-
couraging member to donate in their birthday months.  They also made 
many child flannel blankets for the day care at the Tri County YWCA in 
Pottstown.   
 
The Young Careerist Program was won by Alexis Werner from the Central 
Montgomery County BPW while the Individual Development Program was 
won by Liberty Dusza from the Upper Perkiomen BPW. Both women will  
represent District XI at State Convention. 
 
The World Affairs Luncheon was held with the theme, "Women for a World 
of Passion and Purpose." Featured  were Sara Fioriglio, an artist and edu-
cator who spent 7.5 years in Shanghai, Joyce Hadley, Bucks County Hu-
man Relations Council, and Merav Wirthiem, an educator who has lived in 
Israel, Kenya, Africa,Shanghai, China and now in Bethehem, PA. The wom-
en presented their global experiences.  

Upper Perkiomen BPW held their 10th An-
nual Women's Expo on April.  They raised Around 
$10,000. They were able to present 3-$2250 
scholarships to high school students. Also, a 
$1500 adult education grant and a $500 member 
education grant were also presented. 
 
In May they prepared and served the First Monday 
Community Meal at The Center at the Open Link. 
 
 

Upper Perkiomen BPW presenting the three scholarship students 
their awards. Verona Rodenberger, chair, and President Jen Van 
Ingen are on the left and right of the photo.  



District  11 continued 

Share your local and district 

news in the next edition of the 

Key! Deadline Oct. 1, 2019  

 

Email: bpwkey@gmail.com 

Greater Conshohocken BPW 
held their installation of officers 
on Monday, June 24. They had 
a terrific year! Their goals for the 
coming year are to increase their 
membership and become more 
involved in our local communi-
ties. 

Souderton Telford has a new member instal-
lation every month. Their membership doubled this 
year due to the extended Social Media updates 
and correspondence. Diana Trotter updates these 
sites regularly. These women have volunteered at 
our fundraisers and have signed onto committees. 
Their fundraisers support members attending dis-
trict and state events and donations are given to 
The Well, Indian Creek Foundation, Indian Valley 
Public Library, Joni and Friends and Along The 
Way. The club does not stop for the summer. They 
will be serving ice cream, hot dogs, pizza and bev-
erages at the Telford Market held on Wednesday 
Nights.  

Quakertown BPW had an opportunity to visit 
the Richland Library only a few blocks from their 
meeting place in April.  Established in 1788, this 
library is on land that was granted by William Penn 
to this Quaker community. Ann Hellman, cura-
tor,  opened the newly renovated library for us to 
see all the many collections of historical 
books,  furniture, art work and memorabilia from the 
borough's past. President Rita Woodward and Vice 
President Linda Lokay, presented Ms. Hellman with 
our club donation. (photo right) 
 
The Quakertown BPW elected officers for 2019-
2020. Linda Lokay, President Linda Moskal, Gail 
Jansciscs, Treasurer, and Ellen Miron, Recording 
Secretary. Appointed are Gladys Benner, Corre-
sponding Secretary, and Judy Guise, Parliamentari-
an. 
 


