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Dear BPW sisters, 

WOW!  BPW of Ligonier Valley members are the best!  You planned and 

accomplished a wonderful, profitable Bash!  You involved merchants and 

service providers in the Ligonier neighborhood and advertised their 

businesses!  Your sister-spirit showed through in all the work you did to make 

this Bash so successful!  A giant Thank You to you all!  Be sure to show your 

appreciation to the merchants when you visit them next. 

And, now onto other adventures this fall – the participation in Westmoreland 

Walks on October 1, the Fall Market at the October 6 regular meeting, the 

presentation of Tails of Valor during National Business Women’s Week in 

Abigail’s window and the Scarecrow Contest, and the distribution of table 

tents and window posters to Women-Owned Businesses!   We are caring for 

our neighbors and advertising our wonderful local club!  Show your 

appreciation of the planners of these activities and take part when you are 

asked – this is an opportunity to give back and also to support all our causes. 

And, it has been noticed! - I will share the great feedback from the official visit 

from Angela Apple, our District #3 Director, at our October meeting.  I am so 

energized by the time and talents we share as a club – I hope you feel that 

way, too. 

See you Thursday, 

Maggie  

 

Thursday, October 6 ~ 5:45 pm Monthly dinner meeting at the Ligonier Country Club 
Tuesday October 18  ~ 6:30 pm Monthly board meeting at Carol and Dave’s Restaurant, Ligonier 

 

 

 

Officers for 2022-2023 
Maggie Hildebrand, President 
Sarah Kuchma, Vice-President                 
Tina Pifer, Treasurer 
Amy Beitel,  Recording Sec’y 
Laurie Hough,            
             Corresponding Sec’y 
Kathryn Gerhart,  
                    Parliamentarian 
 
Standing Committee Chairs: 
Finance – Betsy Shepler &Lisa Altimus 
 Foundation – Dawn Berkebile & Janet    
         Riordan 
Issues Mgmt. – Sarah Kuchma & Annie   
         Urban 
Legislation – Brenda Sherbondy &  
          Jessica Rafferty 
Membership – Raven Cintron &Brooke  
          Sowers 
Public Relations – Carol Wolford &Ina  
           Smithley 
By-Laws – Michelle Krebs & Rachel  
            Roehrig  
ID/YC – Allison Lunko 
 Special Appointee Chairs: 
Dinner: Kim Bellas & Lucille Zimmer 
Newsletter: Kristin Poerschke & Kim B. 
SLN/BPW:  Diana Neiderhiser & Judy 
Hoffer 
LVBPW Scholarship: Kelly Hoover & 
Laurie Hough 
Historian – Sandy Leonard 
Scrapbook – Beth Caldwell & Tina Pifer  
LVBPW Scholarship Growth – Annie 
Urban 
Luxury Bash – Lisa Altimus & Janet  
   Riordan  
Web Site & FaceBook– Raven Cintron &  
          Tara  Hassler  

 

 

Celebrating 102 
Years of Women 
Helping Women 
with Passion and 
Purpose 
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www.ligoniervalleybpw.com     

SEPTEMBER 

and 

October 

BIRTHDAYS! 

   

   

   
 

 

The menu  for the October 6  LV BPW dinner 

meeting at the Ligonier Valley  Country Club is a 

fun menu!  We will be meeting out in the pavilion so 

members and guests can enjoy wood fired pizza, a 

salad bar and shopping!!  Chef's choice for 

dessert.  No salad option this month.   

   

Cost for the meal is $20.  Checks (made payable to 

BPW of Ligonier Valley) or exact change preferred. 

Thank you!    ~Kim 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Thanks to contributors Maggie Hildebrand, Kim 

Bellas, Carol Wolford, Diana Neiderhiser, Laurie 

Hough, Sarah Kuchma, Raven Cintron, Kristin 

Poerschke 

 

 

BPWLV held the Big Bonanza Luxury Bash on 

September 11 live on Facebook. The money raised, 

during this event, will fund LVBPW scholarships for 

deserving young women residing in Ligonier Valley 

School district as the Club continues the BPW mission of 

“Women Helping Women” in our community. Lisa 

Altimus, Bash co-chair, gives a BIG “Thank You” to all 

who sponsored the event. Interested scholarship 

applicants may find more information on the Club’s 

website. 
 

 

State Theme  

“Good things happen when we believe!” 

 

State Project  

Tales of Valor, Paws of Honor 

 

 

 

National Women’s Business Week, (NBWW), the third week of 

October, is a salute to the achievements of all working women by 

acknowledging the accomplishments and leadership of working 

women and local women entrepreneurs. Business & Professional 

Women, (BPW), of Ligonier Valley is celebrating the women owned 

businesses who are members of the organization, or have 

supported our annual Bash - an event which raises scholarship 

funds for local students. 

During the week of October 16th – 22nd Abigail’s Coffeehouse will 

have a display acknowledging NBWW. You will also see displayed 

in several of the businesses around town a poster, or a counter card, 

acknowledging that particular business is woman-owned and 

supports BPW of Ligonier Valley. 

NBWW is celebrated by BPW local organizations and their local 

communities across the country. If you would like to receive a poster 

or counter card for your business acknowledging NBWW, please 

contact us through our Facebook page, BPW of Ligonier Valley.  

 

September 5     Dawn Berkebile 
September 5     Kathy Flickinger 
September 16  Carol Woodford 
September 24   Michelle Krebs 
September 27   Rita Horrell 
 
October 2      Lisa Spitzer 
October  20  Maggie Hildebrand 
October  30   Amy Beitel   

http://www.ligoniervalleybpw.com/


 

 
 

 

 

 

re 

  

The 

Rada 

informat

ion:  

www.hel

pourfun

draiser.c

om 

Internet 

ordering 

# 

504857    

Passwor

d (lower 

case) 

bpwlv  

 

Angela Apple, BPW District 3 Director visited 

our September meeting to encourage members to 

continue the good work in the community and 

invite members to attend the Fall District 3 

meeting on Oct. 3 at 5:30 p.m. at Lamplighter, 

Delmont, PA.  

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
I am working with the foundation to put together 

a request for donations letter. This should be 

completed this Fall. It has been suggested by the 

foundation to increase the amount per scholarship 

to help cover the rising costs of college. Many 

other scholarships are also considering increasing 

the amount awarded per scholarship for 2023. 

Here are some of the numbers….. The Sandra 

Neiderhiser/ LVBPW Scholarship fund has 

awarded 51 scholarships since 2000. These 

scholarships amount to a total of $49,500. The 

donation total since the inception of this fund is 

$68,488. The balance of the fund is $74,565. Yes 

those numbers are accurate. The power of time 

and good, secure investments has allowed us to 

essentially turn $68 thousand dollars (money 

donated) into  $124 thousand dollars 

(scholarships awarded plus current fund total).  

One major advantage with the foundation is that 

funds are averaged over 12 quarters or 3 years. 

This very much minimizes dips in the stock 

market, plus the fund investments are reviewed 

daily and adjusted when needed.  

 

Thank you! 

Diana Neiderhiser  

 
 

 

 

Our Club held the Big 

Bonanza Luxury Bash on 

September 11 live on 

Facebook. Masters of 

Ceremonies Dawn 

Berkebile and Tara 

Hassler promote BPW of 

PA President’s Project, 

Tails of Valor, Paws of 

Honor while announcing 

winners of the baskets. 

 Members wear canine ears to promote the BPW of PA President’s 
Project, Tails Of Valor, Paws of Honor. Standing left is Tara Hassler, 
speaker facilitator, Maggie Hildebrand, President and Sarah 
Kuchma, Issues Management chair. 

 

The speakers for the September meeting were, 

Tails of Valor, Paws of Honor Program Director, 

Tracy Hausknecht and Dan and his service dog 

“Reinert”, joining the group through a Zoom call. 

Members heard how Tails of Valor, Paws of 

Honor dogs are selected, trained and paired with 

Veterans. “Tails of Valor, Paws of Honor’s 

(TOV) mission is to provide rehabilitation 

through non-medicinal therapies by training 

service canines for Veterans suffering from PTS 

(Post-Traumatic Stress), TBI (Traumatic Brain 

Injury) and Physical Disabilities. TOV provides 

struggling Veterans with trained companions 

who aid and assist in their daily routines, 

improving the quality of life,” says the 

organization's website. 

www.tailsofvalor.org/service-dog-program 

 

BPW/PA President has chosen Tails of Valor, 

Paws of Honor as this year’s State Project. BPW 

Clubs across the state are actively promoting and 

fundraising to reach a goal of $15,000, the cost 

of raising and training one dog. Anyone is able to 

donate to Tails of Valor, Paws of Honor by 

visiting their website www.tailsofvalor.org/. 

Behind 

the 

scenes 

action 

at the 

Bash. 

http://www.helpourfundraiser.com/
http://www.helpourfundraiser.com/
http://www.helpourfundraiser.com/
http://www.helpourfundraiser.com/
https://www.tailsofvalor.org/service-dog-program
https://www.tailsofvalor.org/


 

 

 

 
No, it’s not a  

Rorschach Test! 

It’s delicious beet 

hummus served at 

The Bash thanks to 

Sarah Kuchma! 

 

Everyone had their 

station and task to 

do at the bash.  

  

 

 

 

 

BASH FUN! 


