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Happy almost Spring!
2020 sure is moving along! Did you remember to turn your clocks ahead one
hour? Hopefully, the lost hour of sleep won't impact you too much. There is so much
going on within BPW, wouldn't want you to miss out!
March is Women's History Month, amplifying women's voices to honor the past, inform
the present and inspire the future. It's also meant to deepen our understanding of
women's contributions to America and the world showing how far women have
advanced and how we as a country value equality and the contributions of women
everywhere. Additionally, March 9th, the world will celebrate International Women's
Day by working to promote women's rights, advocating the elimination of gender based
discrimination and highlighting the need for greater equality.
If you were not able to attend our Women's Expo in Greensburg, the BPW/PA Midwinter board meeting is coming up as is the D3 Board meeting. Great venues to learn
about BPW and what is going on throughout our District and the State. Latrobe's annual
Tea and Happy Hour soiree are also right around the corner. Support our BPW
sisters! Are you ready to party?! We are celebrating our 20th anniversary at our next
meeting, which won't be a meeting at all! Please invite your family and friends and join
us! The Anniversary committee has been hard at work planning this special event, and I
know you will enjoy!
It's also that time of year to start thinking about nominations for new officers in our
club. If you had a chance to participate in the officer shadowing program perhaps a
particular position interested you. We need members to get involved because without
you, our clubs won't survive. So Go For it!!!
Whether you are getting your last runs in on the ski slopes or gearing up for spring
cleaning, Spring is almost here! Enjoy!
Kim Bellas, President

Whether you are getting your last runs in on the ski slopes or gearing up for spring
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Tuesday, March 24 5:45 pm, 20th Anniversary Celebration Dinner Meeting, Ramada Inn
Tuesday, April 7 6:30 Board meeting at the LVSD offices

The following are our meal choices for the February Dinner
Meeting of the Ligonier BPW on March 24 at 5:45 pm.

March
Birthdays!

Dinner choices for our 20th anniversary celebration include a
ham and chicken buffet OR a grilled chicken dinner salad.
Cupcakes and ice cream will be served with both meals.
Please respond with your dinner choice no later than
Tuesday, March 17.

March 02
March 17
March 23
March 27
March 28

Laurie
Joy
Paula
Sandra
Donna

Hough
Klohonatz
Maloney
Leonard
Tidwell

The cost of the meal is $14. If you reserve a meal and are
not able to attend, you are responsible for the cost of the
meal. Thank you!

Myrna Breegle, a senior at Ligonier
Valley High School, was named the
BPW Student of the Month Myrna
addressed the group at the February
meeting on her activities in both the
high school and the community. She
plans to study "something in the
exercise field" at Slippery Rock
University. Myrna's mother Chrisann
Breegle attended the meeting with her
daughter.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
The Business and Professional
Women's Club of Ligonier Valley will
celebrate its 20th anniversary at it'
regular meeting on March 24. The
organization, part of the PA Federation
of BPW received its charter in March
10 of 2000 at a ceremony held at the
former Ligonier Country Inn,
Laughlintown. PA/BPW president
Kathy Kidd, presented the charter
signed by thirty seven women who
joined the organization at that time.

DON’T FORGET: Promote your business on our own public Facebook group
page: BPW of Ligonier Valley

Free advertising and all club members

can post!

September 2020 is our next Luxury Bash!

BPW/ PA officers as well as some
local elected officials have been
invited to the dinner. The bell choir
from St. James Lutheran Church,
Ligonier will be part of the evening's
program. Ligonier club founder Ina
Mae Smithley has been asked by
Anniversary Committee Chair Maggie
Hildebrand to speak on how the local
club began. Smithley plans to
recognize the past presidents and the
charter members who retained
membership for the past 20 years.

Women currently
hold 17% of
Congressional
and Senate seats
and 18% of
gubernatorial
positions in the
U.S. While
women are still
underrepresented
in political life,
the current state
of things is a far
cry from a time
when women
weren’t even
allowed to vote
— a mere 90
years ago.

Official Call to Spring District Meeting
To:

By Invitation:

State Officers
State District

Directors
Past District Directors

State

Board

Members
Local Organization Presidents
Local Organization Members
Date:

Monday, May 4, 2020

Time:

Registration
Dinner Buffet

Hostess:

McKeesport BPW

Mail Reservations to:

+++++++++
The two highest
IQs ever
recorded,
through
standardized
testing, both
belong to
women.

District 3 Officers
District 3 Chairs

Cost:

Location: Banquets Unlimited
544 Caruthers Lane
Irwin, PA 15642
724-864-1646

5:30 pm
6:00 pm

Ms. Carolyn Ralph
1008 Pennsylvania Ave.
Irwin, PA 15641

$30.00 per person (includes $3.00 registration fee)
Final deadline is Friday, April 24, 2020 - Please use the attached Reservation Form
Make checks payable to: McKeesport BPW

All Committee Chairs please email
bpwd3correspondence@gmail.com
by April 27, 2020.

a

copy

of

your

report

to

Angela

Apple

+++++++++

Please note: All Locals are responsible to bring a themed basket for the basket auction.

In 1903, Mary
Anderson was
granted a patent
for the windshield
wiper.

Please inform Marsha St. Pierre mrs.saint.p@gmail.com the name of your basket. A sincere thank
you is in order from all of District 3 to the Locals for their basket donations.
Remember, all District 3 members in good standing, in attendance, have voting privileges. We hope
to see every Local in District 3 well represented.

+++++++++
The world’s first
novel, The Tale
of Genji, was
published in
Japan around
A.D. 1000 by
female author
Murasaki Shikibu.

It’s time to reminisce ladies, about our 20 years of history!

Airline pilot Brynne Barr (left) was the speaker
at the February 25th meeting of the Business and
Professional Women's Club of Ligonier Valley
held at Ramada Inn. Ligonier. Raven Cintron,
center, and Maggie Hildebrand, right, are
committee members for the club's 20th
Anniversary Celebration set for March 24.
c

District 3 BPW had a booth was at the
Women’s Expo at the Ramada Inn Greensburg
on March 7
A small colored envelope made by District 3
members with a flavored tea bag was passed
out as favors to the guests attending the expo.
Brochures were handed out that contained
information for the six locals in District 3 that
included Greater Pittsburgh, Greensburg,
Latrobe, Ligonier, McKeesport and Scottdale.
We had a fundraiser for the Blackburn Center
our BPWPA State Project that raised $170
from the money collected. Gift Cards of
various amounts were donated by the locals
and placed in a locked treasure chest. Keys
were sold for $1 each for a chance to open the
treasure chest.
It was a great opportunity to share what BPW
is about and connect with prospective future
members.

At the Feb. 25th meeting pilot Brynne Barr, the daughter of
BPW member Dr. Lisa Barr and Attorney Justin Barr was the
featured speaker. Brynne is a 17 year old junior home
schooled through St. Vincent college, where she is also
earning college credits. The young woman obtained her
pilots license recently in a Cessna 172 at Arnold Palmer
Regional Airport and is currently working towards an
instrument rating. She is a member of the International
Organization of Women in Aviation. According to public
relations chair Smithley, Brynn said “flying is my passion
and my dream is to become a commercial airline pilot". She
expressed high praise for her flight instructor, Ligonier
resident Christopher Higgins who is an FAA Certified Flight
Instructor. Brynn noted that the FAA says that within the
next 15 years all US airline pilots will be retiring. Before
taking questions from those present, she remarked that her
grandfather was a commercial pilot but that he had passed
away before she was born. Brynn listed her future plans
include attending college to study aerobatics.
Articles and photos
submitted by:
Ina Smitlhey
Kim Bellas
Maggie Hildebrand
Laurie Hough
+++++++++++++++++
Our BPW sisters sure
know how to partay! Come to our
20th anniversary for
more good times!

SAVE THE DATE! The Spring District #3 meeting is on Monday evening, May 4, 2020 at the Antonelli
Event Center, 100 Colony Drive, Irwin. More info will follow later but mark your calendar.

www.ligoniervalleybpw.com

Check out our website.

The Rada information: www.helpourfundraiser.com Internet ordering # 504857 Password (lower case) bpwlv

