March 2021
Meadville Business and Professional Women’s Club
Monday, March 1, 2021
Zoom in
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86265887305?pwd=SHR3RXp6RTNPd2w3bGZqREVSQXBDUT09
Passcode 615918

Join us for our monthly Zoom-In
and get the latest updates on BPW’s
Legislative & PAC programs, hosted by
our local chair, Diana Fesenmyer. Ginny
Bailey, BPW/PA Legislative Chair &
Laura Whetstone, BPW/PA PAC Chair,
will be our guest speakers. It is very
important that we are on top of what
is happening, especially now, so please
plan to zoom-in and get the latest
information on what is going on and
what you can do about it.

Zoom you then!
Inside this issue: Cover-Upcoming Meeting / Member news & updates / Speaker Information /
Legislative & PAC information / Convention Information / the Jig and so much more!

Member Information
BPW/PA MEADVILLE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S CLUB
February 1, 2021, VIRTUAL MEETING (Hosted by Marie Feltz)
Welcome – The February 1, 2021 meeting was held virtually. President, LouAnne Bearfield called the meeting to
order at 6:05 pm. She led The Pledge of Allegiance and our Guest Speaker, Nancy Werner, followed with the Collect.
We then took a moment and bowed our heads in prayer for the many losses and tragedies to date.
Program
BPW/PA Foundation, Nancy Werner, Vice Chair
Nancy Zoomed in from East Greenville, eastern PA and gave us a wonderful presentation on our BPW/PA Foundation Program. Information was included in the February Newsletter, and more will follow in the upcoming March
Newsletter. – THANK YOU NANCY, it was wonderful to meet you!!!
Business Meeting
The Minutes from the January 4, 2021 meeting were reviewed and approved as written.
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and placed on file for audit.
Correspondence- Bethesda is looking for donations. Their request will be placed in the March newsletter
for those interested.
Standing Committee Reports presented:
By Laws, Marilyn Varrassa, Chair
She reminded us anyone can make suggestions.
Finance, Dawn Fronce, Chair
Nothing new to report
Foundation/Scholarship, LouAnne Bearfield
Preparing for a committee meeting.
Health & Wellness, Megan Dodd, Chair
Nothing new to report
ID/YC, Lisa Pustelak, Chair
Nothing new to report
Issues Management, Christine Brown, Chair
Nothing new to report
Legislation, Diana Fesenmyer, Chair
She has a wonderful program planned for March.
Membership, Kalli Holzerland, Chair
Our newest member, Brittany Gillum was inducted by our District Director, Lisa Pustelak
PAC, Sye/Leech, Committee Spokespersons
This will be included in March’s program.
Public Relations, Angela Morton, Chair
Ready to promote our 10th Annual Judith’s Jig
Publications, LouAnne Bearfield, Chair
Need information by 2/12
Social, Michelle Lippert, Chair
Nothing new to report
Social Media, Ashley Walker, Chair
Adding FaceBook updates as available.
Is looking for Women in History information to post and/or other information deemed beneficial to support
our general wellbeing, goals, and overall purpose.
State Project, LouAnne Bearfield
Twilight Foundation – please continue to support.
New Business:
There was no new business to discuss.
Old Business:
Judith’s Jig is being considered as a live event; however, there will be a virtual back-up plan put into place
as well. Lisa Pustelak will get us a sign-up sheet via email – please help where you can, all members are needed to
support efforts to make the program successful.
Members are encouraged to plan ahead for the June BPW/PA Convention as it will be in Pittsburgh. The
meeting/reservation information will be published in the March newsletter. Marilyn Varrassa will review the ByLaw’s section regarding the State Convention and provide the information for those interested in attending.
For the safety of our members, we will continue to offer Zoom meetings.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted by, LouAnne Bearfield

Member Information

Up‐Coming Event Reminders:
April District One Mee ng: Support our District One Director, Lisa Pustelak
BPW/PA Board Mid‐Winter Board Mee ng: Penn State, State College * State Conven on Early Bird reserva ons
Meadville Local/District 1 Board Mee ng * 10th Annual Judith’s Jig Memorial 5K * Contest Entries * State Project

February 2021
Foundation Program by: Nancy Werner
What is the PA BPW Founda on?
The PA BPW Founda on was established in 2006‐2007. It is a separate en ty from our
BPW/PA organiza on. It was under the guidance of BPW members, R. Maureen Myers,
Esq., Nancy Werner, PSP, and Cathy Collins, PSP, that the by‐laws and paperwork were
wri en and submi ed to the Internal Revenue Services. The IRS granted us the status of
a 501 (c) (3) in 2007. The Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc. of Pennsylvania was especially important to our new
Founda on by providing us 2 funds that we now administer:
The Scholarship Fund has an applica on which asks that the individual prove need for financial assistance, be a U.S. ci ‐
zen, a paid member of the BPW/PA OR a resident of PA for at least 2 years. Due dates are November 1 and May 1 for submission
of applica ons. The Edith Oler Flanigan Fund Grant provides funds to BPW members in emergencies such as: catastrophic illness or
accident, extended unemployment, or disaster loss. Both applica ons can be found on the h p://www.bpwpa.org The Scholarship
Applica on is on the public domain page and the Edith Oler Flanigan Fund Grant Applica on is in the member only sec on. You
must use your email address and password to enter the member only sec on. All needed instruc ons are shared on the web site or
on the applica on itself.
The first oﬃcial mee ng was held on July 1, 2008 with 9 members on the PA BPW Board of Directors. We changed that
number to 11 a few years later that we now have 8 members from across the federa on and 3 BPW/PA EC members. The begin‐
ning work of establishing commi ees and du es was the prime emphasis. We also knew that providing informa on on the newly
created PA BPW Founda on was necessary too.
It was at this me that we received $162,752.63 from the BPW/PA, $13,174.38 in dona ons that included $2,630.00 from
the 2008 Conven on event. We had the established the President’s Society that recognizes members who give $100 or more. We
had 17 members in 2008‐2009 and 19 members in 2009‐2010. Each year the number has grown and in 2020, we had 47 members.
They are given cer ficates during the State Conven on proceedings.
We are apprecia ve of the local organiza ons that may provide us funds for the Scholarship Fund or the EOF Grant. The
locals are provided cer ficates of giving during the Conven on session. We have also been given the privilege to provide a Friday
Night func on at the State Conven on with the proceeds being shared by the Founda on and the BPW/PA Special Projects Fund.
We also welcome individuals who would like to serve on the PA BPW Founda on Board. Please contact me for an applica‐
on and I will send. We are hoping the applica on will on the web site for you to complete and mail back to me. This is in the Win‐
ter KEY. Due date is March 15.
Also in the Winter KEY are the newest 3 Scholarship recipients for the Spring semester. The deadline will be May 1 for the
next selec on. I am proud to report that we have provided $144,960 in Scholarships and $41,750 in EOF grants since 2008. (This is
from 2008 to 2020.)
Your contribu on provides hope to our BPW sisters and to those women and their families who are in search of assis‐
tance. Whether seeking an educa onal degree or providing them funds for a par cular emergency, we can make a diﬀerence. If
you can, please consider giving to the PA BPW Founda on. On the public page of the web site is a form to complete. Send directly
to the PA BPW Founda on Treasurer whose name is on the dona on sheet. Thank you for your loyal support.
It has been my honor to stop by on Zoom to speak to the wonderful members of Meadville BPW. I have enjoyed my visit
and have many wonderful memories of past adventures to
NW Pennsylvania and District One. Thank you for your me.
Nancy Werner, PA BPW Founda on Vice‐President

Thank you Nancy!
We appreciated you taking the time to share the BPW/PA Foundation information with us.
We wish you well in your future endeavors and we hope to hear from you again.
Your Meadville BPW Sisters.

Meadville Local will be
getting our Scholarship
Application out very soon.
If you want to support our
committee, your help would
be very appreciated. Also,
if you know someone who
would benefit from our
program, please make sure
you request an application.
Thank you!

Meet our Guest
Ginny was a member of Lansdale BPW before joining Central Montgomery
County (CMC) BPW in 2007 and has held several committee chairs and offices
including Recording Secretary, Vice President, and President of Lansdale and
President of Central Montgomery County. She also served on the District level
as Recording Secretary, Assistant Director and District Director. At the 2020
BPW/PA State Convention, Ginny was named BPW/PA’s Woman of the Year.
She is currently serving as BPW/PA Legislation Chair, District Eleven Corresponding Secretary and Vice President for CMC.
Ginny graduated from Montgomery County Community College with an Associate in Arts degree and
has recently retired from Montgomery Township where she was Recreation Secretary in the new
Township Community and Recreation Center. Having lived in the Township her whole life, she
served on the Montgomery Township 300th Anniversary Committee and is currently on the Board of
Directors of the Montgomery Township Historical Society. In 2016, she successfully completed the
Montgomery Township Police Department’s Citizens Police Academy which gives the participants a
better understanding of police work and procedures. She is active in her church having served on the
Church Council and Stewardship Committee of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in North Wales. Ginny
joined AAUW Lansdale after meeting and working with several AAUW members at the 2017 Equal
Pay Rally in Harrisburg on April 4th.
In her spare time, Ginny enjoys cheering on the Philadelphia Flyers, reading, traveling, knitting, and
spending time with her family and 7-year old niece, Ellie and 18-month old nephew, Isaac. Ginny also has 2 “fur kids” – cats Mattie and Pearl.

2020-2021 LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM
PREAMBLE

The Equal Rights Amendment
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any state on account of sex.”
The Equal Rights Amendment, as authored by Alice Paul, shall stand first, foremost and above all other items which may appear on the Pennsylvania Federation’s
Platform until equal rights for women and men become guaranteed in the United
States Constitution, because all statutory law derives therefrom. BPW/PA members
will identify and lobby elected officials and candidates for public office who support policy and legislation advancing BPW/PA’s Legislative
Platform.
PLATFORM

ECONOMIC EQUITY
Actively support pay equity, fair credit, pension reform, and protection of Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid. Support affirmative action and equal educational, training and promotional opportunities. Increase the availability of affordable
options for quality elder dependent and child care.
HEALTH
Actively support legislation that promotes ALL women’s health issues and access
to care. Promote research funding for all female health issues both physical and
mental. Promote reproductive choice and full access to all services. Promote paid
sick leave and expanded Family & Medical Leave. Promote the establishment of a
permanent Office of Women’s Health in Pennsylvania.
CIVIL RIGHTS
To encourage and promote diversity in our membership and in others in our communities and actively oppose all forms of institutional and individual racism. Actively promote full funding of the Violence Against Women Act to combat domestic violence and the electronic and physical stalking of women. Support background checks for gun purchases that prevent domestic abusers from purchasing
and keeping weapons. Actively promote full funding for protection and services for
victims and survivors. Ensure equal funding for female and male participation in
high school and college athletics. Eliminate all form of sexual harassment and discrimination against women. Support female veteran’s safety and equal treatment
while in military service and in their return to civilian life. Bring ALL laws into
conformity with the Equal Rights Amendment of the Pennsylvania Constitution.

Meet our Guest
Laura Whetstone joined BPW Bedford local in 1993 which is in
District 5. Laura has served as local President several local chairs
and Parliamentarian. District Director twice, several District
chairs and current District Corresponding Secretary. At the State
level Foundation Chair, Induvial Development Chair and currently PAC Chair. Am also a member and recording secretary of PA
BPW Foundation Board. Have been a Member of the Pennsylvania Affiliate Chapter of NFBPWC since founded and International BPW.
Laura Whetstone graduated from the Williamsport area Community College with two Associates degree one in Computer Science (AS Degree) and one in Marketing and Merchandise (AS
degree). Received a Batchers degree from Geneva College in Human Services (BS) and a master’s degree in Organizational Leadership (MSOL).
Laura Whetstone has three children – son Steven, daughters – Lela and Maura (Maura is also a
BPW member). Four grandchildren – Skyela, Theran, Audreahnna and Olivia.
Three great grand dogs who live with her as well as two ducks and three cats.

Member Information
Meetings & Reservations
All BPW Sisters are responsible to follow the format for sending in the RSVP for the monthly meetings. The
menu selections will change so please watch your emails for updates. If you do not receive emails, you are
responsible to touch base with our Corresponding Secretary Beth Forbes at bforbes@zoominternet.net.
All RSVPs should be turned in by the Wednesday before the meeting. If you RSVP and do not cancel by the
Thursday prior, you will be charged the dinner fee. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
Reminder, networking will begin at 5:30pm, dinner at 6:00 and the meeting will begin around 6:15pm. The
goal is to conclude by 7:30pm. Meetings are normally the first Monday of each month. You will be notified if
there is a change, such as holidays.
Watch your email for information on location and menu. *You can come for the meeting only, at no
charge, but you still need to reserve with Beth. WE will also have Zoom available for those of you who
want to join virtually.

September 14: 2020-21 Kick-Off
October 5: District One Fall Meeting @ Downtown Bistro
Lisa Pepicelli-Youngs: “Being Successful in a Male Dominated Field.”
November 2: Health & Wellness: State Project—Twilight Wish Foundation
December 7: ZOOMTASTIC Holiday Social
January 4: ID/YC, By-Laws & Finance Committees:
February 1: Foundation & Membership Committees / New Member Induction

March 1: Legislation/PAC Committees
March 13th Judith’s Jig
April 5: District One Spring Meeting
TBD: Pay Equity Events: Dames, Desserts & Dollars / Woman of the Year
May 3: Foundation, PR & Issues Management: Scholarship & Jig Awards
June 7: Social Committee: Officer Induction

CONTEST DEADLINE

ALL contest entries must be submitted by April 15 for entry.
I know we have had very little to contribute due to the pandemic; however, we need your support to gather
what we can and get it submitted. Thank you!!!

Member Information

March 1, 2021
We are Zooming into your home!!!
Join our Legislation/PAC Committees to learn
about BPW/PA’s Legislative directive!
Zoom you Then!
Also, April 5th is the District meeting, please
mark your calendar now and plan to attend!

h ps://chateauchris ne.com/
NETWORK WITH LOCAL & STATE BPW!
We are continuing the paid advertising in the newsletter!
AND we are still going VIRAL with your message!
We are still offering the business card size ad as well as exposure at each meeting
Acknowledging our advertisers. And to add to the fun, we will GO LIVE with
you on our Facebook page for ONE month! Facebook reaches our current
members as well as friends of the BPW page! This has a lot of potential to
promote your business and reach people you might not normally reach. It's first come
First serve and each advertiser will have at least one opportunity for live videos.
The total package is only $25 for the whole year! $2.50 per month!
It’s not just a bargain—it’s easy—get us the information and we’ll do the rest!!!
See Ashley Walker to get your Facebook ad started and/or
LouAnne Bearfield to get in our next newsletter!

Member News

From our President

Hello Ladies!
Finally!!! Something positive to look
forward to!!! The 10th Annual Judith’s Jig
will proceed!!! I am so excited that our
members have pulled their resourses to
make this great event happen. It is good
to have us standing up to the odds and
doing wonderful things again!!!
Thank you Karen, and all our members,
who worked to make this happen!!!
Although, we still need your help, so please
contact us to sign up and participate.
LouAnne

Our Current Birthday:
Brittany Gillum 3/9

Events
The Jig is coming up quickly!
Saturday, March 13, 2021
We are so blessed for the amazing community support over the past 9 years of Judith’s Jig! This year, the 10th
Annual Judith’s Jig Memorial 5k is going Virtual! While we are all eager to get out there after almost a year of
COVID changed lives, the world will not be back to where it needs to be by March 13 to hold an in-person
race. The world needs Judith’s Jig Memorial 5k now more than ever!
In the first 9 years Judith’s Jig Memorial 5k has given out $106,500 to 5 different organizations because of the
amazing community support!! Imagine the impact that has made for CASA of Crawford County, Women’s
Services, Inc., The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, Kanzius Cancer Research and Yolanda G. Barco Oncology Institute.
Now more than ever, the charities supported by the Jig need your help! The race will be a little different this
year, but we are proceeding nonetheless & we hope we can have your support. We have no way of knowing
how different businesses have been impacted over the past year and if it’s not appropriate for you at this time,
we understand. Charities have had a tough year not being able to hold their normal in-person fundraisers and
people are aching to get out of their houses and do something and be a part of something bigger than themselves. The Jig fits that description perfectly!
This is our 10th year of celebrating the life of a very special lady, Judith Patterson Gilbert, who lost her eightmonth battle with pancreatic cancer on April 2, 2010. Judith was passionate about CASA of Crawford County (Court Appointed Special Advocates) which trains and provides citizen volunteers to advocate in the best
interest of children involved in juvenile court proceedings, primarily as a result of abuse and/or neglect, Women’s Services, Inc. which provides hope and resources for those affected by violence and advocating to end it
since 1977 and The Pancreatic Cancer Research, waging hope for those facing cancer. By acting together in
support of Crawford County CASA, Women’s Services of Meadville and The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, with the proceeds of this year’s race, we can make a difference in the lives of adults and children suffering in these ways.
We truly appreciate you taking the time to review your sponsorship opportunities for our 10th Annual Judith’s
Jig Memorial 5k. We hope you find it valuable to partner with us again for this event. The attached flyer outlines the benefits of sponsorship. Please contact me with your desired sponsorship level or regrets at judithsjig@gmail.com, by February 17. If you have a bag stuffer, those will be needed by February 28.
Thank you for your consideration. We truly appreciate you!
Sincerely yours,
Meadville Business & Professional Women

ORDER YOUR Tee NOW!!!
Men’s and Ladies sizes Small –
XL $15, XXL $16, XXL $17. We
won’t be ordering extras this
year, so if people want a shirt I
need to know by February 22.
karen@advantagemold.com

getmeregistered.com/JudithsJig

Meadville local has donated our budgeted $100 for the State Project
to the Twilight Foundation utilizing the Duty Card

program.

We purchased 10 Duty Cards, in the amount of $10 each, and gave
them to the Bistro’ to pass out at their discretion to their elderly
patrons. You are all welcome to make personal donations,
please do what you wish for this great organization!!!

It really does add up
very quickly!!!
Alone I have added $70.83 to the
total of $690.08 donated to the
Twilight Wish Foundation
through the Amazon Smile
program! Please set your Amazon
$$ to work with the world-wide
charitable donation programs.
There are so many to choose from
and it takes very little effort on
your part to participate!!!

Bethesda is looking for support
for their programs.
If you are interested in helping them
please contact the Bethesda Lutheran
Services, Development Office at
814-724-7510

We need to know if you are planning to go!

COLLECT
Keep us, O God, from pettiness let us be large in thought, in word, in deed. Let us be done with fault-finding
and leave off self-seeking. May we put away all pretenses and meet each other face to face - - without selfpity and without prejudice. May we never be hasty in judgment and always be generous. Let us take time for
all things; make us grow calm, serene and gentle. Teach us to put into action our better impulses, straightforward and unafraid. Grant that we may realize it is the little things that create differences, that in the big things
of life we are at one. And may we strive to touch and to know the great common human heart of us all, and oh
Lord God, let us forget not to be kind!
(Mary Stewart)
EMBLEM BENEDICTION
THIS EMBLEM BINDS US ALL IN ONE GREAT SISTERHOOD. IT BIDS US HEED OUR CONSCIENCE CALL
FOR A NOBLER WOMANHOOD. GOD GUIDE US AS WE WEAR THIS EMBLEM O’ER OUR HEART; AND
KEEP US TRUE AND ALWAYS FAIR GOD BLESS US AS WE PART.

THE EMBLEM
THE EMBLEM was adopted at the 1921 convention, and was designed to
symbolize the spirit of progress to which our Federation is dedicated.
NIKE, the winged Victory of Samothrace, glorious expression of forward movement,
given to the world by classic Greek art, epitomizes the steady progress which our
Federation must have in accomplishing it objectives in advancing women’s place in
the world. NIKE depicts individual strength, freedom & triumph, which our organization must have in order to face the storms of prejudice and limitations ---NIKE , represented, on the prow of a
ship, facing the waves with courage and victory.
THE TORCH, casting upright flame in a procession of progress, is a symbol of light, leadership, wisdom and
ideals.
THE WAND, winged staff of Mercury, the caduceus with its two serpents of wisdom and its staff of power,
heralds a new era of opportunity and equality for women, to be achieved by the effort of health, harmony and
power.
THE SHIP OF COMMERCE, suggests the entrance of women into business and professions and also is a
symbol that into all lands our message of a better world for both women and men must be sent with good will
and friendly fellowship.
THE SCROLL, inscribed with the Foundation year 1919 is our achievement. It is our symbol of leadership in
thinking on economic problems and the establishment of conditions which assure men and women the fullest
opportunity. Through the SCROLL we express our ideals and achievements, our faith in the future, and our
obligation to those who follow us.
THESE FIVE SYMBOLS, cast in a small CIRCLE OF GOLD, signifying endless harmony and loyalty to
Federation ideals and the initial NFBPWC ---- comprise OUR EMBLEM.

BPW Foundation Mission Statement
BPW Foundation’s mission is to empower working women to achieve their full potential and partners with employers to
build successful workplaces through education, research, knowledge and policy.
BPW Federation Objectives
1. To elevate the standards for women in business and in the professions.

2. To promote the interests of business and professional women
3. To bring about a spirit of cooperation among business and professional women.
4. To extend opportunities to business and professional women through education along lines of industrial, scientific and
vocational activities.
BPW Federation Colors
The Federation colors of green and gold were officially selected at the 1927 National Convention. Green was chosen as
being symbolic of victory, growth, activity and strength. Gold was symbolic of the sun, faith and fruitfulness.
The colors of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania are blue and gold and these colors are sometimes used at Federation
functions to represent Pennsylvania, as at National Conventions and when the emphasis is on identifying Pennsylvania
among other states.
While representing the Federation as such, only green and gold are official.
BPW Legislative Platform
Preamble
EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT:
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of Sex.”
The Equal Rights Amendment, as authored by Alice Paul, shall stand first, foremost and above all other items which
may appear on the Pennsylvania Federation’s Platform until equal rights for women and men become guaranteed in the
United States Constitution, because all statutory law derives therefrom. BPW/PA members will identify and lobby elected officials & for public office who support policy and legislation advancing BPW/PA’s Legislative Platform.
Platform
ECONOMIC EQUITY
Actively support pay equity, fair credit, pension reform, and protection of Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. Support affirmative action and equal educational, training, and promotional opportunities. Increase the availability of affordable options for quality elder and dependent child care.
HEALTH
Actively support legislation that promotes ALL women’s health issues and access to care. Promote research funding for
all female health issues both physical and mental. Promote reproductive choice and full access to all services. Promote
paid sick leave and expanded Family & Medical Leave. Promote the establishment of a permanent Office of Women’s
Health in Pennsylvania.
CIVIL RIGHTS
Actively promote full funding of the Violence Against Women Act to combat domestic violence and the electronic and
physical stalking of women. Support background checks for gun purchases that prevent domestic abusers from purchasing or keeping weapons. Actively promote full funding for protection and services for victims and survivors. Ensure
equal funding for female and male participation in high school and college athletics. Eliminate all forms of sexual harassment and sex discrimination against women. Support female veterans’ safety and equal treatment while in military
service and in their return to civilian life. Bring ALL laws into conformity with Equal Rights Amendment of the Pennsylvania Constitution.
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